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The Rev. Theophane Leary, OFM, is preaching the 
Sermon during Memorial Day services for the war dead 
at the campus Grotto. In the same week, May 26, he 
celebrated his Silver Jubilee as a priest. 

Photo by Frumkin Studio 
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The Student Senate forms the van and color guard of the procession to the Grotto 
during Memorial Day services for the war dead. Following the Senate are the 

band, and parents of the dead. Photo by Pappin and Schaefer 



IN MEMO 





Parents of war dead, Siena students and faculty hear the Rev. Theophane L 
OFM, preach the Sermon at the Mass and services for the boys who died fig! 

Photo by Pappin and 
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June 16, 1948 



My Dear Graduates: 



Four years have passed and to be more precise, four 
academic years have passed since you entered Sierra Col- 
lege to begin your studies for the coveted degree which 
you are to receive this Commencement Day. I have 

studiously called these four academic years, for some of 
you interrupted your studies to take up arms in the de- 
fense of vonr Country, thai academic life such as we know 
it might go on. 

Though our halls here at Siena College were never 
closed all through the course of the war, thanks be to 
God, still our present student body contains not only the 
natural growth from our High Schools, but a large per- 
centage of veterans who were dreaming of Siena College 
and its halls while they were in the various battlefronts 
of our country in Europe, in Asia and in the Middle 
East. 






The same determination that inspires the soldiers 
on the field of battle burnt in your breasts too in these 
four academic years and with the goal ever in sight you 
steadily stepped forward though at times you might have 
had to retrace your steps just like an army will do at 
times to better its condition. 

■ 

Today, the whole faculty and student body of Saint 
Bernardine of Siena College looks on you with gracious 
eyes as you have come to this point in your career. We 
must have a special word for those of you who have 
carried out your determination even though you were 
burdened with the cares of family life. It shows that a 
contented life in the bosom of a happy family need not 
interrupt one's pursuit of intellectual fields and in the 
profession of our choice. 

With this in mind as you are about to take this step, 
for that is what a degree means, a step in advance, as 
President of the College, I salute you all in my own 
name and in that of your professors who have helped you 
to come thus far and I ask God to bless you and yours. 

■ 
■ 

Cordially, 
Father Mark Kennedy, O.F.M., 

« « 

President. 



OPEN LETTER 



Ladies and Gentlemen of the 
Graduating Class: 

You are now full fledged college 
graduates. You now are the pos- 
sessors of a title, be it B.S., B.A. 
or B.B.A. But whatever it is, you 
have earned it. 

You have given Siena College 

four or maybe more years of your 

life. They have been plentiful 

years; cnes that you will never 

forget. You have made friends, 

close and otherwise, who will serve 

as a foundation for your success 

in later life; for the ability to make 
friends is a virtue. 

You have learned the meaning of 
success, for you are a success, in- 
sofar as you worked for something 
and attained what you worked for. 
You have increased your knowledge 
and also widened your ability to 
attain more knowledge. You have 
learned how to apply yourself to 
what you are working on and 
through tedious measures, achieve 
your goal. And yet, through all the 
hard work and study, you were 
able to set time aside for an effer- 
vescent social life. 
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Degrees at Exercise 
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Li the words df the Redeemer, 
"Many are called but few are 
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chosen." You are the chosen people. 
You are the fortunate ones for you 
were called to college and you were 
also chosen to graduate. And as 
a result, you have a head start, 
both in knowledge and intelligence, 
on the non-collegian. 

All these things which you have 
earned and achieved were made 

possible through Siena. So it would 
seem that in return you owe her a 
debt. Not a monetary debt, but 
one of gratitude or appreciation. 
And you can best show this ap- 
preciation by lending glory to her 
name. 

You hold Siena in the palm of 
your hand. You car) either raise 
her to the great heights she de- 
serves or you can degrade her be- 
yond all repair in the eyes of out- 
siders. 






I prefer to think that you will 
do the former. 






School is now a thing of the past; 

you have become fully instated 

members of the cold and cruel 
world. Two paths lie open to you. 

The first is the road to lethargy 
which leads to despondency and 
dismal failure; and the road of in- 
dustry which leads to success in 
every endeavor. Take the right 
path and the world is yours. 

With the sincere wish that you 
make the most of every opportun- 
ity and that you have all the /luck 
possible, I remain, 

Sincerely yours, 

BILL KENNEDY, 

and the Newfc Staff. 




Me INQUIRING 
REPORTER^ 



Climaxing four years' hard work, 139 Siena students 
received their degrees this morning, at the 1948 Com- 
mencement Exercises, in Gibbons Hall. 

The Most Rev. Edmund F. Gib- 
bons, DD, Bishop of the Albany 
Diocese, presiding, awarded the 
degrees. 

Honorary Degrees of Doctor of 
Laws were conferred upon the Very 
Rev. Mathias Faust, OFM, Procura- 
tor General of the Order of Friars 
Minor, and upon John T. Loughran, 
Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals 
of New York State. 

Francis T. Bergan, Chief Justice 
of the New York State Supreme 
Court addressed the assembly as 
Commencement speaker. 

The following student awards 



By Weatherwax and Danahy 

It was Tennyson who once coined 
the phrase "In Spring a young man's 
fancy turns toward love." Since it 
is close to the last day of the Spring 
semester we could add to Tenny- 
son's lines — "and school vacations, 
too." 
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So with these inspiring words in 
mind we asked a number of aspir- 
ing students the question, "What 
plans do you have for the coming 
summer vacation?" In answer to 
this inquiry, the majority of stu 
dents plan to just take life "easy 
until the Fall semester rolls around 
again. Here are some of their 
replies: 

Richard Farley, Soph, Arts: My 
plans are simple. I would like to 
volunteer my services for a limited 
time to the Post Ofhce so as to 
lessen the shock of my incoming 
report card. 

Louis Pasinella, Soph, Business: 
June, Hospital; July, Summer 
School; August, Ann, Ruth, Etta, 
Shirley, Jerry, etc. 

John Settany, Frosh, Science: 
Paying your own way through 
school requires money; money re- 
auirefi work so that'b what ItI di 
for the summer — logical isn't it? 

oph. Arts: "All work 

and no play makes Jack a dull boy." 
I'll proceed to follow this axiom 
after a gruelling semester. 

"Moose" McCormick, Junior, Arts: 

I think a summer resort job as a 
"singing" waiter would suit me. 
Ed Winnicki, Soph, Business: I'm 

going to lie around in the sun and 

take life easy, as usual. 

Al P. Restifo, Junior, Business: 

This summer I plan to do one of 
two things, or both. Either work 
to help finance my education, or 
attend summer school. Perhaps I 
shall be able to do both: work days 
and go to school nights. Eager 
Beaver, aren't I? 

Jack Ryan, Frosh, Arts: I intend 

to enter a rest home and by next 
September I hope to be sufficiently 
recovered from this Spring semester 
in time to start all over again next 
year. 

Joe Burke, Frosh, Science: After 
recovering from mental fatigue I 
shall enjoy the summer and be 
ready to return to the Golden 
Domed campus in the fall. 

Leo Hogan, Frosh, Business: Hard 
work. If you don't think running 
up and down some of those rocky 
beaches on a hot afternoon is work, 

you're crazy! 
Orlando Ciofli, Senior, Business: 

I plan to spend the summer in a 
mountain resort, with plenty of 
wine, women, and song. 

Bill Abbott, Soph, Business: With 
my knowledge of figures I don't see 
how I can possibly lose at the Sara- 
toga races this summer. 

Bill Jubic, Very uncooperative: 

refuses to lend any information as 
to his summer months, (hmmmm, 
we have our suspicions). 



were given: 

Valedictorian - 
Magna Cum Laude. 



Eli Werlin, BBA, 



M. 



Salutatoria n— M i c h a e 1 
Mryczko, B3, Cum Laude. 

Ideal Siena Man — James J. Gal- 
lagher, B3, Cum Laude. 

Honor Society — Eli Werlin and 
Michael M. Myrczko. 

Other awards were given for ex- 
cellence in the major field. 
Commencement Ball Tonight 

Following the exercises this 
morning, there will be a Com- 
mencement Ball in Gibbons Hall, 
from 10 P. M. to 2 A. M. The Siena 
Collegians will provide music for 
the formal dance. It is sponsored 
by the Alumni in honor of the 
graduates. Admission charge 
non-graduates will be $3.00 

couple. 
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ass and 
Before Exercises 



Commencement Exercises this 
morning culminated five days of 
senior activities. 

Last Sunday, at 9:30 A. M M the 
graduates and their guests attended 
a Baccalaureate Mass and Sermon 
in Gibbons Hall. Celebrant of the 
Mass was the Rev. Albert A. 

* 

Angelo, OFM, dean of studies; and 
the Rev. Valerian A. Cyrs, OFM, 
philosophy professor, preached the 
sermon. 

On Monday following, at 6 P. M. 
in the college cafeteria an open 
house and reception was held for 
graduates, their parents, alumni, 
and guests. 

At 8 o'clock the Student Senate 
awarded Social Activity Keys to 
outstanding seniors, which was fol- 
lowed by official installation of the 
newly elected Senate and class 
officers. 

At 8:30 the College Band and 

Glee Club, sponsored by the Student 
Senate, gave a concert in honor of 
the graduates. 

A dinner for the graduates was 
given in the cafeteria on Tuesday, 
at 6 P. M. 






GOOD LUCK 
GRADS! 






The Siena Neivs 
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Jurist 



Court of Appeals Chief Judge John T. Loughran, 
who was awarded the Honorary Degree of Doctor of Laws 
at this morning's Commencement Exercises, is New 
York State's most prominent jurist. 

An outstanding Catholic layman, 
Judge Loughran, first sat on the 
judicial bench in 1930, when he be- 
came a judge of the State Supreme 
Court. In 1935 he was Associate 
Judge of the State Court of Ap- 
peals, and in 1945 became the first 
jurist of the state as Chief Judge 
of the Court of Appeals. 

Judge Loughran was graduated 
from Fordham University with a 
Bachelor of Laws Degree, and he 
has been connected with the pro- 
duction of two law books. He co- 
edited "Keener's Cases on Con- 
tracts" (1914) and edited "Cas-as on 
Evidence" (1925). 

Superman Has 
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In the space of a few weeks, the 
Rev. Benjamin F. Kuhn, OFM, 
mathematics professor, has deliv- 
ered 45 speeches to various organiz- 
ations. When asked how he ac- 
complished this Superman feat, Fr. 
Ben replied, "My head works fast." 

On Wednesday, June 9, he spoke 
to the B'nai B'rith Social Club at 




HON. JOHN T. LOUGHRAN 
Chief Judge, Court of Appeals 
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As Francisca 

The Rev. Frater Donald Mooney, 




Jack's Kostaurant, Albany, on the 
contributions of the Jewish people 
to civilization and culture. He 
"bowed how this people has stren- 
uously preserved the belief in one 
LrUe God, and how ihey have al- 
ways upheld moral law. 

The Rensselaer chapter of the 
Knights of Columbus heard Fr. Ben. 
Sunday, June 6, on the theme that 
there is no contradition among true 
religion, true science, and true 
philosophy. He stressed ths fac': 

that religion gives us something to 
live for and to die for. 

"The only ism we prefer in 
America is Americanism," Fr. Ben 
told the Delmar Kiwanis Club, 
Monday, June 7. 

Fr. Ben, in an aside, mentioned 
that Anthony Di Sorbo was awarded 
the Patty Green Doll in the contest 
to aid the Franciscan missions. Leo 
Polinsky, sophomore class president, 
was chairman. 

Siena Spirit 
Keeps Active 

Up to the last few hours of the 
1 947-48 school year, the rejuvenated 
Siena spirit has maintained its ex- 
cellent health. Though, for under- 
graduates, the semester is over, last 

night they turned out in full force 

to support the Band and Glee Club 
concert and the moving up of the 
new Student Senate. 

At the ceremony, Jack Vandecar, 
'47 -'48 Student Senate president, 
handed over his staff of office to 
Don Russ, incumbent president. 

Because their Siena Night con- 
cert, May 18, at the Strand Theatre, 
Albany, was so well received, the 
Siena Band, directed by the Rev. 
Paul Oligny, OFM, and Glee Club, 
directed by the Rev. Raymond 
Beane, OFM, repeated that concert. 
\ Senate activity keys were award- 
ed to Jack Vandecar, Anthony 
Sbarra, Joseph Powers, James 
Maloy, and Marnie Healy. 
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< >FM, '47, firs! graduate from Swmi.-i 
to receive the Franciscan habit will 
be ordained in the middle of this 
month. 

Frater Donald entered Siena in 
1339 - net remained here unti) he 
went to the Franciscan Novitia.e at 
Paterson, N. J. in 1941. It was here 
that he received the habit of St. 
Francis. 

To study philosophy Frater 
Donald attended St. Stephen's 
Friary, Croghan, and St. Anthony's 
Friary, Butler, N. J. Following this 
he attended Holy Name College, 
Washington, D. C, for theological 
studies. 

Though he was graduated from 
Siena in June, 1947, his ordination 
was delayed a year because of his 
youth. 

The ordination of Frater Donald 
will take place in Washington, 
D. C, and shortly afterward he 
expects to say his first Mass at 

Ballston Lake, home of his parents. 
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Celebrate 
Silver 





The Rev. Theophane Leary, OFM, 
on May 28, quietly celebrated his 
Silver Jubilee as a priest, and three 
days later he was the Celebrant in 
a Solemn High Mass said at the 
Grotto in honor of the war dead. 
In his sermon Fr. Theophane re- 
viewed his life with the men in 
service. 

Twenty-five years ago, May 28, 
1923, Fr. Theophane was ordained a 
priest. This had followed, seven 
years before, his graduation from 
St. Joseph's College, Callicoon, in 
June, 1916. After graduation Fr. 
Theophane took the Habit of St. 
Francis at St. Bonaventure's Mon- 
astery, Paterson, N. J., in August. 

On August 6, 1917, he was pro- 
fessed. He then studied scholastic 
philosophy for three years at St. 
Stephen's House of Studies, Crog- 
han. He studied theology in St. 
Bonaventure's College and Semin 
ary in 1920. 







During the war Fr. Theophane 

was Army chaplain for four years. 

He took part in three campaigns. 

But, most of his life has been spent 

teaching at St. Bonaventure's. He 

has been at Siena for one year, 
teaching in the ancient language 

department. 






The Very Rev. Mathias Faust, OFM, Procurator 
General of the Order of Friars Minor, recipient of the 
Honorary Degree of Bachelor of Laws at this mornin 
Commencement Exercises, is visiting here in celebration 
of his Golden Jubilee of Profession in the Order. 

Fr. Mathias was educated in the 
Franciscan eminaries in New York 
and New Jersey. His profession 
took place on Dec. 25, 1897, and he 
-was ordained on June 4, 1906. 

At Paterson, N. J., between 1906- 
1919, he was Master of Novices, 
Assistant Pastor, and Director of the 
Third Order of St. Francis. Fr. 
Mathias became Minister Provincial 
of the Order, Holy Name Province, 
from 1919-1925. 

Fr. Mathias was also Guardian 
and Pastor of St. Francis Friarv and 
Church, and between 1931-1937, he 
was again Minister Provincial of 
the Province. Following this, until 
1943, he was Vice-Provincial, and 
Director of the Third Order. Be- 
tween 1942-19-16, he was Delegate 
General, OFM, in North and Cen- 
tral America and Adjacent Parts. 

In 1946 Fr. Mathias became the 
Procurator General of the Fran- 
ciscan Order. He is also the 
founder of the American Francis- 
can History, Washington, D. C. 

St. Bona venture College has also 
awarded Fr. Mathias the honorary 
.LT...D .Decree 




The Very Rev. Mathias Faust, OFM, 

Procurator General of the 

Franciscan Order 







ors 






uv* L 

Don Russ, newly 'elected Student 
Senate president, announced the 
recipients of the Senate awards for 
outstanding seniors in extra-cur- 
ricular activities, today. 

Chosen were Jack Vandecar, this 
year's Senate president; Anthony 
Sbarra, Senior Class president, 
Saga spark-plug, and one of the 
founders of the Metropolitan Club; 
Joseph Powers, a Coventry Player, 
assistant librarian, and Snow Ball 
committeeman. 

James Maloy, of the evening 
division, was chosen for his unflag- 
ging support of all student activi- 
ties; and Marnie Healy, Sigma 
Omega president, also represents 

the evening division. 
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This past year the Siena News 
staff has blithely been planning the 
enlarged weekly paper for next 
year Plans were drawn up, staffers 
appointed, obstacles discussed. 

Gradually the wrinkles were be- 
ing ironed out, when one morning 
a Newsman bought an area news- 
paper. There, in appropriately 
black print was a shock: 

SENATE PASSES DRAFT BILL; 

MEN 18-25 TO BE TAKEN 

The gloom pervading the subter- 
raneous Newsroom was so heavy 
that it sank the place another three 
feet. 

If the bill passes the House, uni- 
forms are awaiting practically all 
of next year's News staff. Chewing 
their respective nails right now are 
Bill Kennedy, chief editor; Art Irv- 
ing and Tom Carroll, managing 
editors; Jack English, feature editor; 
Joe Buckley, assistant managing 
editor; and Dick Hughes, present 
associate editor. 
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Only an unlikely veto by Presi- 
dent Truman could save the News, 
U seems. 

Lt. Col. George T. Stillman, com- 
manding officer of the 7 th AAA 
Battalion, Albany, offers these 
Newsmen a chance to complete 
their college education without in- 
teruption because of selective serv- 
ice. See Page 4 for further details. 
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The Rev. Benjamin Kuhn, OFM, and Leo Polinsky, Patty Green, chairman 
present the doll, Patty Green, to Anthony *>i Sorbo. Waugh and Reagan 



The Siena Rod and Gun Club, 
last Sunday, June 13, sponsored an 
outing at Melrose. 

Outdoor-loving Sienese took ad- 
vantage of this event to do some 
organized hunting and fishing. 

The participants, each bringing 
his own lunch in case the fish 
weren't biting, left from Troy at 9 
in the morning. 



closer to being a 
en Sunday, June 6 
than it has in ten years. 

It was on June 6 that the College 
of St. Rose was to present on their 
own campus the highlight ceremony 
of their graduation week, Rose Day, 
an outdoor pageant that was to 
progress for four hours under a 
brightly shining sun. But on June 
6, it rained for six hours, and the 
plans for an open air pageant went 
up in smoke and the participants 
for the pageant came out to Siena. 

The theme of Rose Day, which 
was presented in Gibbons Hall be- 

ni 

fore a capacity crowd of over 5,000. 
was the Living Rosary, and was 
given in tableau form. 

Fr. Peyton Speaks 

The Rev. Patrick Peyton, banner- 
carrier for the Family Rosary Pro- 
gram, was the principal speaker of 
the day. Miss Rena Carr, a senior 
at St. Rose, was crowned Rose 
Queen in an impressive ceremony 
at the end of Rose Day. 

The Franciscan professors and lay 
professors of Siena who were at 
the Rose Day ceremonies ventured 
to remark that such an event would 
be nice to have every day on the 
campus, and that it was a welcome 
change. 



THE ALUMNI 

Extend 

HEARTIEST 

CONGRATULATIONS 

To The 
CLASS OF '48 
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